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Wilmington, DE  

   St. Jamesô Episcopal Church 

   2106 St. Jamesô Church Road 

   Wilmington, DE  19808           
         
Address Service Requested    

Rector:           The Rev.  James M. Bimbi                             

Senior Warden:       Bruce Vrana 

Junior Warden:       Cindy Fauerbach 

Office Contacts      

Phone:  302-994-1584 / Fax:  302-994-3778 
  

Email:   office@stjamesmillcreek.comcastbiz.net  

Website:  stjamesmillcreek.org 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. ï 3 p.m.                             

           Monday ï Thursday     Closed Friday 

 Summer Service Times 

Sunday 

8:00  AM Holy Eucharist 

9:30  AM Family Choral Eucharist 

Wednesday 

     10:00 AM Eucharist & Healing Service 

        6:15 PM Evening Prayer Service 

Join us when you are in town; have fun and 

return safely to us when travelling. 

 

Services will be held in the parish 

house while the church undergoes 

repair (starting July 11th). 
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A Letter from St. James  
  Mill Creek Hundred     

July/August 2011  

 

 

 

RAMBLINGS from The Rector . . . Building repairs set to begin 
 

       A Christian writer (I believe it was Frederick Buechner) once wrote of what it meant to be 
the Church.  He imagined what would happen if a great wind were to blow through the 
windows and doors of our church buildings, knocking over altars and throwing everything up 
into the air.  Before the wind ceased, everything would be displaced, and all of the printed 
materials ς bibles, prayer books, hymnals and bulletins ς were carried away, never to be seen 
again.  In such a scenario, what would become of the Church? 
       Well, the answer is: not much.  Certainly the spaces and ornaments might change, but not 
the one most important thing that makes a church THE CHURCH ς Faith in Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God.  The Church may occupy a building, but it is never contained by a building.  The 
Church may utilize books and ornaments in its services, but they are not what offer worship.  It 
is, and always has been, the gathered people who give their hearts and lives to God that 
constitute the substance of THE CHURCH.  It will exist whenever and wherever faithful people 
pray and serve together in the name of Christ. 
       We will have the opportunity to live out this truth as it has become necessary for us to 
temporarily vacate our beloved old building.  Extensive termite damage is affecting the 
integrity of the flooring at the back of the church, and some structural support work is in need 
of shoring up before it develops into a problem later down the road.  This is not the first time 
in the 188-year history of this structure that it was necessary for the congregation to meet 
elsewhere, nor will it probably be the last.  The legacy we have received, however, is now in 
our hands to care for so that it might be passed along to future generations.   
       When will we have to vacate the building and how long will the repair work take?  Well, 
following the worship services on Sunday, July 10th, the historic church building will be closed 
ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎƛȄ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ  bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ΨŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘΩΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ 
of the work will not be known until pews, carpeting and flooring are taken up.   
       Where will services be held during the period of repairs?  Sunday and weekday services 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ IƻǳǎŜΦ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƭŀōŜƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀ άǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŜƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ 
the atmosphere of the Parish House may be less formal than the church, the Worship Life 
Ministry Team will do all it can to continue the integrity and dignity of the worship experience 
we have come to value.  May God bless our efforts and our faithfulness during this time. 
  

Fr. Jim Bimbi  
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High School Mission Team to Kentucky 

 
On Trinity Sunday, June 19th, a 

combined worship service was held 

at 8:00am at which nine high school 

youth were commissioned as 

missionaries prior to their trip to 

Nada, Kentucky.  Following the 

service, a good number of the 

congregation gathered in the parking 

lot to offer a prayer for safe travels 

for the youth and the three adults 

who where accompanying them on the mission trip.   The youth members of the 

team were Sam Craig, Kelsey Hall, Andrew Idell, Melissa Idell, Olivia Jessup, 

Christopher Jessup, Ariana Niehaus, Moriah Niehaus, and Abby Rambo.  The adult 

chaperones were Cynde Bimbi, David Niehaus, and Fr. Jim 
 

Nada, Kentucky, is located in the Appalachian Mountains and is home to a 

community of approximately 50 families that live in impoverished conditions.  

Early in the planning stages of the trip, each of the youth was assigned a 

responsibility for the mission.  An adult mentor from the church, who had expertise 

in that field of responsibility, 

was paired with each youth.  

Mentors were not brought in 

until each youth had a chance to 

work on their responsibility 

alone.  The responsibilities 

included Director of 

Scheduling, Director of Meals/

Food Supply, VBS Director, 

Supply Manager, Transport 

Specialist, Team Leader, and 

Outreach Director.  Once the 

mission was underway, the 

youth were well prepared and 

flawlessly facilitated the entire 

trip. 
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July Birthdays  
1st Janice Sukeena 

4th  Jesse Taylor 

5th David Cernos 

 Fr. Bill Archer 

7th Brian Hall 

 Jason Elliston 

9th Karl Alexander 

11th Eric Dunford 

12th Carolyn Joynt 

15th Cindy Fauerbach 

 Ralph Stampone 

 Manny DelleDonne 

16th Mason Rickey 

17th John Gannett 

22nd Chuck Haywood 

24th Kerri Fauerbach 

25th Victoria Loveless 

26th Callinda Taylor 

27th David Perry 

28th Laura Adams 

30th Joe Atz 

31st Colron Morris 

 
 

July Anniversaries  
2nd Georgine & John Sukeena 

12th Dolores & John Soviak 

14th Kathy & Jim Craig 

17th Beth & Dan Remedio 

18th Jessica & Wes Loveland 

If your birthday or anniversary  

or those of a family member are 

missing, please call the office 

and let us know.  You are an 

important part of our parish 

family. 

 

August Birthdays  
2nd  Olivia Jessup 

5th Lisa August 

6th Holly Brennan 

7th Jackson Borges 

10th Joel Harrold-Mansk 

 Kelby Sikes 

11th Peg Lange 

 Travis Deibert 

 Eugemia Campagna 

13th Sam Craig 

15th Diane Aichle 

16th Evan Seward 

19th Susan Bowser 

 Alissa Bradury 

20th Hayley August 

24th Robert Mooney 

25th Alissa Hall 

26th Sally Logue 

 Date Hoppenjans 

27th Jenna Bimbi 

28th Bob August 

29th Borden Adams 

 Emma Fauerbach 

 Maxine Boudway 

30th Tracy Burns 
 

August Anniversaries  
1st Judy & Richard Taylor 

12th     Lisa & Bob August 

15th Sandy & Dick Cornelia 

17th Erin & Marc Sandlhauser 

21st Allyson & Larry Heinold 

26th Edna & Churck Haywood 

28th Pat & Jim Minor 
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During the time that the 

mission team was in Nada 

they stayed in a Mission 

House maintained by the 

Kentucky Baptist 

Fellowship.  The building 

consists of one large room 

(where the entire team slept 

on the floor), two bathrooms 

with showers and a large 

kitchen.  The youth cooked 

their meals and were 

responsible for all 

housekeeping.  Fr. Jimôs 

responsibility (in addition to being one of the drivers) was to create a prayer booklet 

for each team member to take along on the trip.  Prayers were offered three times a 

day, and devotions were held each evening, with a Holy Eucharist celebrated by 

candlelight on Wednesday night. 
 

Their busy schedule certainly demanded 

long days that began with everyone 

getting up at 6:30am, getting their own 

breakfast, making their own lunch, and 

being ready to leave at 7:30am for the 

dayôs work project.  It was often late at 

night before everything was done and 

the team could settle down and go to 

sleep.   
 

The first onsite work project tackled by 

the mission team was to paint the inside 

of a small 1-bedroom home that an older single woman has slowly been having built 

over the past year.  The second project was to add a coat of stain to the outside of 

another 1-bedroom house that is not yet been completed for a single man.  The final 

project was to paint a large handicap ramp that had been added to the home of an 

elderly couple who is cared for by their son.  In addition to these housing projects, the 

youth led a daily afternoon Vacation Bible School for sixteen children in the 

community and took time in the early evening to go around to houses and do outreach 

and fellowship with the residents of Nada.  On the last evening, the mission team 

hosted a community barbecue, with approximately 60 people in attendance.   
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Outreach and fellowship with the local residents. 

Leading Vacation Bible School for 

the neighborhood children. 

Donôt ask God to guide your 

footsteps if you arenôt willing to 

move your feet. 
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Parish Life Committee Meeting Notes 
June 4, 2011 

 

The Parish Life Committee met June 4th after the 9:30 service.  Jerry Clark agreed to be the new 

Parish Life Committee Head.  Thanks Jerry!!!  

EVENTS 

Below are the events that the Parish Life Committee will focus on: 

 
OTHER NOTES 

Turkey Dinner  

The team agreed outright that the Turkey Dinner will remain as a separate entity from the Parish 

Life Committee, and that the Parish Life Committee will not take ownership for leadership of the 

Turkey Dinner.  
 

Kitchen Supplies 

Bruce Vrana has the inventory list of what is needed for kitchen supplies.  He is handing them 

over to someone who is interested in taking on the task of keeping the kitchen stocked with paper 

goods, coffee, etc. 

Table Cloths 

Fran Mayhew has volunteered to clean and press the linen table cloth she made.  She also is 

willing to make another one should there be a need.  Jerry will check the restaurant store for 

plastic table cloths. 

Soup and Bread Lunch 

If the Bishops Reception is in January, they are considering moving the Soup and Bread lunch to 

February. 

 Kitchen Clean-Up 
There is a need for a kitchen clean-up day.  Jerry will email the team for help with that. 

 Recruiting New Members 

There is a desire to get new people involved in these activities so that they feel included and get to 

know others.  When getting ready for an event, we would like to contact either the Vestry or Genia 

for a list of new members or attendees.  Val will clear this with Vestry. 

Event Date Leader Helpers 

Lemonade in the Circle Summer Eileen Marvel   

SMACA BBQ September Val Bragg   

Coffee Hour September Val Bragg Kate Brewer 

Kitchen Inventory October Jerry Clark All available 

Bazaar Luncheon November Sam White Fran Mayhew 

Bishops Reception January Jerry Clark Cathy Goldstone, Nancy Prettyman, 

and Sharon Gannett 

Soup and Bread Lunch January/  

February 

Pat Minor, 

Cathy Goldstone 
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Keeper  

From the Internet 

I grew up with practical parents. A mother, God love her, who washed aluminum foil after she 

cooked in it, then reused it. She was the original recycle queen, before they had a name for it. A 

father who was happier getting old shoes fixed than buying new ones.  

Their marriage was good, their dreams focused. Their best friends lived barely a wave away.. 

I can see them now, Dad in trousers, tee shirt and a hat and Mom in a house dress, lawn mower in 

one hand, and dish-towel in the other. It was the time for fixing things. A curtain rod, the kitchen 

radio, screen door, the oven door, the hem in a dress. Things we keep.  

It was a way of life, and sometimes it made me crazy. All that re-fixing, reheating, renewing, I 

wanted just once to be wasteful. Waste meant affluence.   Throwing things away meant you knew 

there'd always be more.  

But then my mother died, and on that clear summer's night, in the warmth of the hospital room, I was 

struck with the pain of learning that sometimes there isn't any more.  

Sometimes, what we care about most gets all used up and goes away... never to return. So... while we 

have it... it's best we love it... and care. for it...  and fix it when it's broken.... and heal it when it's 

sick.  

This is true for marriage....... and old cars..... and children with bad report cards..... and dogs with bad 

hips.... and aging parents.....and grandparents. We keep them because they are worth it, because we 

are worth it.    

Some things we keep. Like a best friend that moved away or a classmate we grew up with. 

There are just some things that make life important, like people we know who are special......... and 

so, we keep them close!  

Good friends are like stars.... You don't always see them, but you know they are always there.  Keep 

them close!  
  

TEN THINGS GOD WON'T ASK ON THAT DAY.  

1.... God won't ask what kind of car you drove. He'll ask how many people you drove who didn't have 

transportation.  

2.... God won't ask the square footage of your house, He'll ask how many people you welcomed into your 

home.  

3.... God won't ask about the clothes you had in your closet, He'll ask how many you helped to clothe.  

4... God won't ask what your highest salary was. He'll ask if you compromised your character to obtain it.  

5.... God won't ask what your job title was. He'll ask if you performed your job to the best of your ability.  

6... God won't ask how many friends you had. He'll ask how many people to whom you were a friend.  

7.... God won't ask in what neighborhood you lived, He'll ask how you treated your neighbors.  

8.... God won't ask about the color of your skin, He'll ask about the content of your character.  

9.... God won't ask why it took you so long to seek Salvation. He'll lovingly take you to your mansion in 

heaven, and not to the gates of Hell.  
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Hosting a BBQ for the Community. 

Below are some thoughts written by the youth while they were still in 

Nada, Kentucky: 

 

Sam Craig: This week we have witnessed a kind of poverty that would 

cause many of us to fall into despair in a  matter of weeks if not days 

because of a lack of luxury, and yet these people, who have experienced 

this their entire lives, are living perfectly happy. They donôt rely on 

technology or some form of materialism for happiness, they rely on each 

other and that is the greatest lesson we can learn this week 

 

Abby Rambo and Olivia Jessup: Thus far we have endured many 

challenging circumstances and we learned to deal with them and have a 

good time doing so.  We looked for similarities between us and the 

locals, and have developed as people by learning from our experiences. 
 

Moriah Niehaus: Staining and priming may be no fun, but it is all worth 

it to help someone. 

 

Melissa Idell: Being here for a week I have realized family and friends 

are all that really matters. The families here in Kentucky all come 

together every day and spend time with each other. Regardless of what 

they have or what they donôt have, they keep their faith and love alive 

within the community.  


